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40 participants plant 40 trees in NZ 

 
Move over Gollum  
IAPCO in its 40th year set out on its own quest to NZ! 
 
The IAPCO Council met in Queenstown for what will rate as a hard to beat, extraordinary 

experience.  As the quest wound its way through the valleys by helicopter, Milford Sound by cruise 

boat, traversed the rugged country in 4WDs, kayaked across waters, leapt off the mountain top in 

hang gliders and lifted off to spy for Ents and Orks by hot air balloon, the quest for the fellowship of 

the ring firmly bonded this disparate group of travellers.   Jan Tonkin of the Conference Company, 

NZ has become a legend in the PCO community as a result of not only providing stunning 

arrangements but weather to match!   

 

In Rivendell, Lord of the Rings speak for Queenstown, the Council was touched by the spell of this 

magic island wonderland.  A motivating environment is the incentive which inspired the group to 

produce an action packed year of activity in the 40th year of the Association. 

 

Moving onto Auckland for the General Assembly, 40?  IAPCO colleagues came together to plant 

40 trees in a significant greening effort.  Sessions in the working programme included Which 

Governments are doing what for the meetings industry? featuring Kevin Leong for Singapore 

Tourism Board who wowed the gathering with the show stopping adventures of a proactive 

Government.  Sporting Events and the opportunities for PCOs was a real eye opener for the 

entrepreneurs while The evolution of medical meetings - future trends was without doubt one of the 

most incisive deliveries seen in recent years informing of what to expect - there is no doubt that 

IAPCO members are at the forefront of change as evidenced by this all member panel.   Green 



meetings and their impact on PCOs generated an agenda for the future that will keep members 

busy guiding their clients across greener pastures.   

 
ABOUT IAPCO:  Meeting Quality 
IAPCO, founded in 1968 and celebrating its 40th Anniversary, is the worldwide association 
representing professional congress organizers.  With over 100 members, IAPCO organizes every 
year its annual meeting and general assembly in a different city and plays a leading role in the 
promotion and professionalization of congress organization in the world (Annual Wolfsberg 
Academy, Regional Seminars, political actions).    IAPCO also publishes a number of documents 
including a code of ethics, a dictionary of technical terms (in 14 languages) and working brochures 
IAPCO is a member of the Joint Meetings Industry Council – JMIC. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
IAPCO Head Office :  Brambles House, Colwell Road, Freshwater, PO40 9SL, UK 
Email: info@iapco.org        www.iapco.org             


